ing limited power before it can gather irresistible
national strength.
On the other hand, the British statesmen forgot
the fact that their alliance with Nationalism must, in
order to be cemented, lead to an early transfer of
some power at the Centre. They were on the con-
trary determined not to part with power at the Cen-
tre, and were restive at the Congress attempts to
force the pace.
The inherent weakness of the situation lay in the
Nationalists' impatience for a share at the Centre and
the British determination not to give it. Both parties
for the moment, however, were of the view that if
the Constitution continued to be worked, Hindu-Mus-
lim antagonism would be adjusted by being made to
flow into channels of mutual adjustment.
The war suddenly came in September 1939, and
a crisis was precipitated. Britain did not want to
break with the Congress if the Centre was safe. The
Congress could not stay in office unless a share at the.
Centre was given. Conflict of objectives alt once
came to a head. Once Emergency was declared
under the Government of India Act, and the Defence
of India Ordinance, later the Act, came into force, the
popular provincial governments became mere blind
agents for carrying out ithe policies and programme
*of an irresponsible Centre. An elected Home Mini-
ster, in matters of Law and Order, for instance, would
be a nobody when his subordinate Police Commis-
sioner as an agent of the Centre acted under the D. I.
Act Unless, therefore, a share att the Centre was
obtained, the Congress would become in the people's
only a foreign agent.
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